
THE SNUFF HABIT.

It Ib Still Indulged in by a Great
Many Americans.

A New York ToliarconUt Gives Some In-
teresting Information Ahout the

Production mid Consumption
of tho Article.

If the ghost of a man of Queen Anne's
time could revisit this world in these
days it is probable that he would not
be more surprised by his deccndants'
advance in material achievements than
grieved at the general disappearance of
the snuff box, that indispensable ar-
ticle in the equipment of every gentle-
man of high fashion on which the
beaux of his age and of that succeeding
lavished extravagant sums. An in-

quiry at any tobacconist's of the old
style und there are stiil a few in New
York would reveal the fact that the
community of the sneeze still exists
among a not inconsiderable number of
the moderns. If he chose to dip into the
United States internal revenue statis-
tics he would find that the yearly pro-
duction of snuff in this country is large
enough to insure to each inhabitant a
supply of at least two ounces, the total
output averaging eight million
pounds. And of snuff boxes, though
those of his day are now to be found
chiefly in collections of antiquarians, he
might yet find good store in a little
Sixth avenue shop a writer for the New
Yorlc Tribune knows of; not so elabor-
ate as his own, but offering him his
choice of tortoise shell and papier
mache, tastefully inlaid with mother-of-pear- l;

of horn (recalling Sandy's
"mull") and of beechwood, the latter
carved in quaint designs. He might
even purchase the gold and silver re-

ceptacles if he found the right silver-
smith, for some of them are still made.

"We don't sell as many boxes as we
used to," said the dealer, because the
snuff comes in such convenient pack-
ages," a fact which won id again shock
our eighteenth century ghost and con-
vince him that he had indeed fallen
upon evil days. As a matter of fact;
the principal consumers, in tins city, at
least, are foreigners, the fri.-di- , Her-
mans, French and Italians perhaps con-
stituting the largest number. In the
days of the fashion there were as many
brands of snuff us there are now of
tobacco, but all that is changed now.
The varieties most in demand are Alae-cobo-

Lundyfoot, French, Scotch and
Lolzbcclt. "They don't vary much in
price, except that Lot.beok, the only
imported one, is considerably higher
priced. The Irish seem to prefer Mae-cobo-

perhaps from the idea that the
name has an Irish origin, but it hasn't,
it is corrupted from a West India word,
'Maeabao.' Another of their favorites
is Lundyfoot, known ulso us Irish high
toast and Irish lilaekguard Lundy-
foot, according to t he sto y, was a Duo
lin tobacconist. Some of ids snair wmle
being dried in the kiln was .se.nviind,
and lie set a tub oí it outside ui.. i.lmp
for the poor to dip up as they pa:., vd
by. So many found the hi.'.i ilavor
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pleasant that the accidental high dry-
ing made his name famous, for it was
applied to the brand he afterward man-
ufactured by that process. Curiously
enough, the Germans are fondest of a
French snuff known as Uambetta.

"My best customers are very reticent
about their snuff-takin- Many of
them say they are buying it for others,
and they make all sorts of ridiculous
excuses for buying. It seems to be a
habit people are ashamed of, and I
dare say some persons indulge it with-
out the knowledge ' their families. I
have more women than men among my
customers, and, yes. some of them 'dip,'
men as well as women. Has snuff-takin- g

any effect upon longevity? Well, I
lon't know. I lost one customer by
leath the other day, an old woman,
who bought snuff of me for fifty-tw- o

years. I have four or üve customers of
thirty or thirty-fiv- e years' standing,
ind at least twenty who have traded
with me over twenty years."

VICTORIA IS

Hut as She's a Quoun It Sounds Better to
Cull Iter Conservativo.

Queen Victoria is a remarkably con-
servative old lady so far as the routine
of life goes. She loves old customs and
doesn't like new things not even new
furniture or new fashions. "When a
distinguished lady," it is said, "a few
years back, sent her children by her
majesty s request to indsor, she sent
them dressed us was and is still the
mode, in tucked blouse dresses without
sashes. Hut the queen consul- red that
no child should be brought to her in
other but full dress, and full dress in
her mind did not exist without the
smart sash she had always known.
And very courteously but firmly she
made objection to the little frocks, and
asked that the next time the countess
brought her children to her that 'she
would not forget the sashes.' "

The queen, says the New York Trib-
une, still wears the horrible congress
gaiters of thirty years ago in which her
foot shows no sign of Spanish instep.
Her children still address her in the
way which was fashionable when they
were little things. No member of the
upper ciass ever said "Mother" then;
and from the eldest to the youngest
they still call the queen "Mamma."

. Where Caribou Hoam.
About the slopes of Mount Katahdin,

in Maine, and ranging the bogs and
woodlands of the country at its foot,
great herds of caribou pasture upon
twigs, bark and the marsh grass and
moss, from which latter they will have
to scrape the snow with their forefeet,
as their kindred, the Lapland and Si-

berian reindeer, do. They are mi-

gratory animals, covering wide regions
in their travels, and appearing unex-
pectedly in localities which, after a
period, they are apt to leave with
equal suddenness. A single herd re-

cently seen near Mount Katahdin was
estimated to number two hundred
caribou. In size the caribou stands
between the deer and the moose, and
his appearance and habits are essen-
tially those of the Arctic reindeer.
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NEEDS NO PROTfcCTION.

England's Royal Family Moves Aboul
Without th Necessity of Guards.

The news that little Prince Edwarr.
of York numbered a detective and
constable among his suite of attend-
ants savored of the ridiculous to those
who know with what absolute freedom
and safety the children and grand-
children of the queen move about their
own country, says a writer in St.
Paul's. The queen herself drives from
end to end of her various estates with
no more protection than can be
afforded by a middle-age- d Scotch
gillie. The prince of Wales, his broth-
ers, and his son perambulate club-
land and the West End in exactly the
same manner as do the most ordinary
of Englishmen. Indeed, the prince of
Wales is scarcely ever attended by an
equerry, except when he rides in the
row. The princess and her daughters
drive all over London entirely unac-
companied, save when in the height of
the season a mounted policeman clears
the road for them through the park.
The duke of Yorlc takes linearly morn-
ing stroll in the Oreen park, invari-
ably alone, while all the royal prin-
cesses walk down Itoud street, shop,
or drive in hansoms without anyone
either protecting or molesting them.

Apropos of police protection for roy-
alty the prince of Wales has a funny
story against himself. He was in Paris,
and was strolling alone, as usual, one
fine morning, down the boulevards.
Stopping to chat to a friend, he com-
mented with considerable glee on the
fact that he was abl to go about Parta
quite at his ease, and untrammelled by
guards, police, or ceremonies of any
kind, and that, in fact, nobody knew
him. The prince was immensely
amused afterward to learn that the
French government are not so careiess
as might be supposed, and that a large
staff of espiotis in plain clothes watch
the prince from morning till night, an I

that on the very day he made the hoa.-.l- .

to his friend at least a score of police
were "shadowing" him at but a few
yards' distance.

t'so of thn Tons.

An article upon evolution which re-

cently anpeared in the New York Sun
referred to the tendency of the human
infant to work its toes, which have at
this early period of life something of
the flexibility and aptitude of fingers.
Examples of this ap;itude perpetuated
in the adult may sometimes be seen in
warm weather at the New York dock's
aboard sailing vessels where Lascars
are employed as sailors. These active
little barefooted men in fezzes and
suits of blue dungaree make free use
of their toes in climbing the rigging,
and it is nn interesting sight to see one
of them in tarring down a backstay
run backward and forward upon the
taut rope holding to it by one hand,
and by his feet, in which the great tot
is used in the manner of a thumb. This
toe is siightly separated from the oth-

ers, and from the use made of it in
climbing acquires a distinctive shape
suggestive of the corresponding mera-- ,

bers upon the simian foot.


